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February 18, 2022 

 

Brian L. Dunn 

Chief, Office of Bridge Programs 

Commandant (CG-BRG) 

U.S. Coast Guard STOP 7509 

2703 Martin Luther King Jr. Ave. SE 

Washington, DC 20593-7509 

 

Mr. Rob McCaskey  

U.S. Coast Guard-dwb 

1222 Spruce Street 

Suite 2.102D 

St. Louis MO  63103-2832 

 

Sent by email with enclosures to:  

 

Re: Follow-up Information and Request Regarding Response to Bismarck Rail Bridge Dispute 

Resolution January 28, 2022, Meeting Minutes 

 

Dear Mr. Dunn and Mr. McCaskey: 

 

This is a follow-up response to the letter and memorandum Friends of the Rail Bridge (FORB) 

sent you on February 8, 2022. In the February 8th Memorandum, FORB referenced numerous 

historical photographs of the 1883 Northern Pacific Railroad Bridge between Bismarck and 

Mandan that contain relevant evidence pertaining to the ordinary high-water mark of the 

Missouri River at the bridge location when North Dakota was admitted to the Union on 

November 2, 1889. Some photographs are included in North Dakota State Geologist Edward 

Murphy’s 1995 article on the history of “The Northern Pacific Railway Bridge at Bismarck,” 

which was included as an enclosure with the February 8th Memorandum. Below are two 

additional historical photographs relevant to this issue. 

 









Attorney General Drew Wrigley 

612 East Boulevard Avenue 

Bismarck ND 58505                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

 

William Peterson 

Superintendent and State Historic Preservation Officer 

State Historical Society of North Dakota 

612 East Boulevard Avenue 

Bismarck ND 58505 

  

 

Christopher Wilson 

Program Analyst 

Advisory Council on Historic Preservation 

401 F Street NW, Suite 308 

Washington DC 20001 

 

 

Reid Nelson 

Executive Director, Acting 

Advisory Council on Historic Preservation 

401 F Street NW, Suite 308 

Washington DC 20001 

 

 

Javier Marques 

General Counsel 

Advisory Council on Historic Preservation 

401 F Street NW 

Suite 308 

Washington DC 20001 

  

 

Kelly Fanizzo 

Associate General Counsel  

Advisory Council on Historic Preservation 

401 F Street NW 

Suite 308 

Washington DC 20001 

  

 

Betsy Merritt 

National Trust for Historic Preservation 



Watergate Office Building 

2600 Virginia Avenue 

Suite 1100 

Washington DC 20037 

  




